Nz dir

Combhairle Contae County Council

SPORTS DEVELOPMENT AND CULTURAL EVENT GRANT
GUIDELINES 2025



Table of Contents

T dgoTe [V AT ] o HUU T TP PP UPTOPPTOP 3
UL oY T e = AN 1] =1 o [P STUPUPPNE 3
SUDMISSION Of APPHCAtIONS oottt ree e e s e e e s b e e e s s abeeessnbeeesenabeeas 3
General Eligibility REQUITEMENTS. ... ..uviiieiiiee ettt et et e e e e e et e e e et e e e e e abaeeeennsaeeeennsenas 3
Yo Lo g K D I=1Y/=1 o] o] o =] o | bR SPR 4
Yoo g K D I1Y/= [o] o] g V=T oLl € =T o« 4
Eligibility Specific to Sports Development Grants.......cccccvvcieeiiiiiee e 4
SPOItS EQUIPMENT GrantS.cciieeiiiiiiiieiiiieiriiitee e ettt e e e s s st ee e e e e e s s s s saabtaeeeeesssaaasreeaeeeesssnssnneaeaeens 5
Ta =T =41 oY1 L Y 2R 5
Y Lol g £ Vol ol Y € =] | £ J U TSR 5
Eligibility Specific tO SPOItS ACCESS GIaNtS.......ccccuiieieciieeieiieeeeeitieeeeeitteeeeestreeeesrteeeeessteeeesssaeesanssneesanes 5
Awarding Criteria for Sports Development Grants.......ccccccveeeeciieeeeiiiee e e e e e e eeree e e eerre e e eeaeeeeean 6
CUTEUIAl EVENT Grant .eeeeiieiieciie ettt ettt sttt e st e et e st e s bae e sabeesbeeesbbeesabeeesabeesaseesabeeesareennns 6
Eligibility Specific to Cultural EVENT Grants.......ccccuviiiiiiieiiiiiiie et ssee e ree e s sbee e e svee e e s 6
Awarding Criteria for Cultural EVENT Grants .........oiicciiiiieiiie ettt et vae e e are e e 6
Event Grant AssesSmMent TIMEINE ..ottt s st es 7

2|Page



Introduction

Each year DUn Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council opens a grant funding scheme, known
as the diIr Universal Grants Scheme, that provides funding to individuals, groups and
organisations engaged in projects, events or initiatives at a neighbourhood or County level
within our area. It has a particular emphasis on supporting locally driven and grass roots
initiatives.

The grants scheme supports the Council’s commitment in its Corporate Plan 2020-2024 to
Driving Quality of Life for All and Creating an Environment for Economic Growth. The aim
is to ensure that the financial resources available are used to the maximum benefit of the
dIr community at large and support in achieving the Council’s goals and objectives.

Funding Available

The funding available through the diIr Universal Grant Scheme is dependent on the budget
adopted annually by the dlr Councillors and can vary year on year.

Demand for these grants is high and for that reason, even if an application meets the
criteria, it does not always guarantee that a grant will be offered. In certain cases, DLRCC
may offer a lesser amount then requested.

The number of applications supported, and the level of funding provided will be at Council’s
discretion and will reflect the available budget, the quality of the applications and the
outcomes achievable.

Allocation of funds to an applicant for any purpose in any year must not be taken as a
commitment by the Council for funding in a subsequent year. Grant recipients’
performance will be reviewed annually; continued funding is subject to satisfactory
achievement against agreed targets within the application.

Submission of Applications

All grant applications must be made online via dlrcoco.submit.com. Applicants should
ensure that all relevant information is provided in their application. This includes giving a
clear description of how they will use the grant, how it will benefit the locality and must
include a clear and detailed budget with all sources of both income and expenditure.

General Eligibility Requirements

e The proposed event/ activity must take place within the DLR county.

e Applications from applicants that have breached previous funding agreements with
the council, including post event reporting criteria and where no commitment has
been made to rectify this, will not be eligible.

e Employees and Councillors of DUn Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council are not
eligible.

e Applicants must demonstrate the financial capacity/matched funding to deliver the
project/activity.

e An application can be for one grant only. If you are applying for more than one
grant, separate applications must be submitted. If you are submitting multiple
applications, you must number your applications in order of priority.

e Funding requested must be for an event/activity to be held in the year of the
scheme. Funding will not be granted for events/activities held in the previous or
subsequent year.

e Any organisation working with children must have a written Child Protection Policy

to apply.
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e Funding will not be made available for general operating or administrative
expenses, including staff, officials, travel to solicit events; building, renovating,
and/or remodelling a facility; purchasing of permanent equipment for events;
expenses of any or organisation traveling outside of the event county; fundraising
programmes.

e This grant cannot be used for capital projects, prize money or prizes, to advance a
profit venture or advance the activities of the organiser.

e Applicants requiring the use of public open space must comply with consents,
permits and licenses. Success in your grant application does not confirm automatic
rights to use Public Open Spaces and a separate application must be made to the
Council.

e Applications received after the deadline for receipt of applications are not eligible.

e Events/activities already provided for by the Council will not be considered for
funding.

e Grants will not cover third party grants or assistance to cover loans or deficits,
charity fundraising events or the hire fee of Council premises.

e Applicants must have no outstanding debt owing to the Council or any Council
controlled organisations.

e Applicants must fully declare any additional council, government or council-
controlled organisation funding or grant.

e Applicant seeking funding over €10,000 must submit a valid Tax Clearance
Certificate with their application.

e No virtual events/activities will be considered for funding.

e Applications from schools, universities or colleges will not be considered for funding.

e Incomplete applications submitted without any required documentation will be
refused.

e The Council reserves the right to make minor changes to Guidelines and/or
Application Form where this will either improve customer service or help to achieve
key Corporate Objectives/Priorities.

e The decision of the County Council on the dIr Universal Grant Scheme is final.

e The Council is not responsible for any underestimated costs by applicants.

Sports Development

The Sports Development Grant is assessed under 3 separate categories;

Sports Development Grants

Sports Development grants aim to assist sports clubs/ organisations with the
implementation of new or developing activities and initiatives. Grants will generally be
awarded up to a maximum of €1,000 or 50% of the cost.

Eligibility Specific to Sports Development Grants

e Applicants must be able to demonstrate clearly how their project contributes toward
the development of sport in DLR and the benefits it will bring to its residents.

e Annual operational costs such as administration, registration, servicing of debt or
purchasing sports clothing are not eligible.

e Applications that are deemed to duplicate existing programmes/projects will not be
considered for funding.

e Applicants for all Sports Grants must have a Club / Organisation bank account, club
constitution and effective committee in place.

e Projects where organisations applying for grants are not linked to a registered NGB
(National Governing Body) or other registered and recognised agency and cannot
be identified as such will not be considered for funding.
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Sports Equipment Grants

Sports equipment grants aim to co-fund equipment that helps getting people active and
playing sport. Applications should focus on the benefits that having the equipment would
make, who it is being aimed at and how it would help get people more active. Equipment
Grants are split into two categories;

Major Equipment Grants - for co-funding equipment up to €3,000 or 70% of cost,
whichever is the lesser. (€4,000 or 80% for Identified Areas of Disadvantage IAD).
Applicants who receive a major equipment grant cannot apply for another for 3 years.

Minor Equipment Grants - for co-funding equipment up to €1,500 or 70% of cost,
whichever is the lesser. (80% for Identified Areas of Disadvantage IAD).

NB If the cost of the equipment is less than the grant amount offered the grant payment
will be reduced accordingly.

Ineliqgibility
The following equipment types are not eligible for funding;

Equipment already purchased.

Non-Club owned equipment.

Competitive uniforms.

Coaching/officiating supplies.

Fees.

Certain training and fitness equipment
Maintenance equipment.

Transportation equipment.

Facilities or capital works.

Electronics and powered devices or consumables.
Personal or individual items.

Signhage.

Prizes or rewards.

Injury, rehabilitation and mobility supplies.

Sports Access Grants

Sport Access grants aim to assist projects that help increase sporting activities for youth
at risk within designated disadvantaged communities and develop more resilient sporting
habits to lead to more positive attitudes among young people. When considering
applications, the Panel will pay particular attention to the value and relevance of the
proposed project/activity to the community and its contribution to the development and
promotion of sport within DUn Laoghaire-Rathdown.

Eligibility Specific to Sports Access Grants

e Sports Access Grants will be awarded up to €1,500.

e The grant is to be used for ‘youth at risk’, between 10-21 years, from designated
areas of disadvantage.

e Applicants must be a sports club, sports organisation or community group and be
a not for profit organisation.

e Applicants must have focus on participation-based activities for disadvantaged
youth.
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Applications cannot be for the cost of equipment, i.e. computers, TVs, purchase of
sports uniforms, hire of vehicles, lawnmowers, musical instruments, personal
apparel etc.

Funding for international travel, competition fees, international conference
attendance, major prizes, costs already incurred, existing staff costs, or
administrative overheads will not be considered.

Awarding Criteria for Sports Development Grants

Applications will be marked on but not limited to the following general criteria:

Category Weighted Score
Proposal and Community Benefit | 50 marks
Sustainability 25 marks
Council Priorities and Objectives | 15 marks
Value for Money 10 marks

Cultural Event Grant

The Cultural Event Grant aims to assist locally run projects that promote growth and
development in the DUn Laoghaire-Rathdown County through the co-funding of culture
festivals and events whilst also encouraging footfall to local areas and local business
promotion. This scheme can assist the development of projects and initiatives to help them
achieve their full potential.

Eligibility Specific to Cultural Event Grants

Applicant must have a dedicated Event bank account.

Applications that attract new, rather than existing events will be given a higher
priority for awards.

Event must be open to all, whether ticketed or not.

Event is not-for-profit.

Individual businesses and individuals are not eligible for event grants.

DLR will fund up to 30% of the total cost of the event.

A budget must be submitted with your application. Please ensure you include
evidence of income from alternative sources and an outline of all expenses including
compliance and safety regulations, which apply to your event. It is a requirement
you highlight the expenses this grant will cover.

Applicant should be a recognised Community Body, Arts Organisation, Business
Association or Sports Club.

Events of the following nature will not be considered: private functions, breakfasts,
lunches/dinners, or similar.

Applications to host events that promote religious or political purposes or events
that exclude or offend parts of the community will not be eligible.

Awarding Criteria for Cultural Event Grants

Applications will be marked on but not limited to the following general criteria:

Category Weighted Score
Community Impact and Benefits | 40 marks
Meets DLR Council Objectives 35 marks

Clear Strategic Objective for 15 marks
Event
Value for Money 10 marks
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Event Grant Assessment Timeline

Application Period

All applications recieved during the open application period are stored on
the dIr system. Each application is given a unique application ID.

Eligibility
Applications that meet all eligibility requirements will proceed for
assessment.

Assessment

Applications are assessed by an impartial panel and scored using the
criteria categories specified in the grant description.

Grant Awards

Grant awards are allocated based on the criteria scores received.
Applications receiving the highest points are prioritised for funding.

Council Approval

A list of the allocated grant awards go to the DLR Councillors for their
approval.

Applicants Notified

Following approval, the results of the grants process are issued to the
applicants via email.
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