
Traveller Wellbeing through Creativity – Pilot Initiative
Briefing Document

1. Introduction

1Research has demonstrated that Travellers have persistently poor health and 
wellbeing outcomes compared with the general population. Creative engagement has 
been demonstrated repeatedly to be associated positively with health and wellbeing.  
Interventions based on arts, culture and creativity in community settings have been 
shown to improve people’s health and wellbeing, and to contribute to the prevention of ill 
health.  

The National Traveller and Roma Inclusion Strategy gave a commitment to “increased 
funding to be invested by the State to promote knowledge of, and pride in, Traveller 
culture and heritage”. Travellers have a long history of wonderful creative and cultural 
expression, but engagement with state cultural supports and infrastructure is under-
developed. Successful engagement can be achieved using community development and 
co-production principles, and when existing community, voluntary and state structures 
work in partnership.   Travellers must be involved in the design and delivery of projects 
that resonate with Travellers and demonstrate clear alignment to Traveller need.

The Department of Health (Healthy Ireland Programme), the Department of Tourism, 
Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Creative Ireland Programme), the HSE and 
the Arts Council, are working in partnership to promote the use of creative programming 
to deliver national health and wellbeing policies and strategies.  In 2022 this partnership 
is launching a multi-agency initiative that will support Traveller health and wellbeing 
through creative engagement. 

At National level, the HSE National Social Inclusion Traveller Health team is 
committed to supporting the development of partnership working between Traveller 
organisations, Primary Health Care for Traveller Projects, artists, and cultural and 
creative organisations. These partnerships can be facilitated by engaging with Creative 
Ireland Coordinators based in local authorities and Travellers via the National Traveller 
Health Network.  The HSE National Social Inclusion Traveller Health team will serve as 
a link between both Creative Ireland Coordinators and Traveller organisations where 
appropriate. Creative Ireland Coordinators will be available to provide assistance to 
applicants who feel it would be beneficial to their application to access that support. 
Details of relevant local authority contacts are available at appendix 1 and at https://
www.creativeireland.gov.ie/en/creative-communities/.

The Traveller Wellbeing through Creativity pilot initiative is a call to relevant groups 
and organisations to deliver three impactful pilot initiatives. Grant funding up to €50,000 
will be provided for each of the projects in 2022 under this initiative. 

1  Our Geels: All Ireland Traveller Health Study, 2010



2. Aim

The aim of this initiative is to pilot three creative arts projects focused on promoting 
Traveller health and wellbeing.

3. Who can apply

Proposals are invited from Traveller organisations with experience of working with 
health/wellbeing and/or creative arts, and from other interested and experienced 

2organisations and/or individuals.

The successful applicants will: 

• Demonstrate co-production with Travellers in the design and development of the 
initiative, in relation to both health/wellbeing and to creativity/culture;

• Demonstrate a track record of working effectively with Travellers to improve health 
and wellbeing;

• Demonstrate experience of using creativity of any form – either traditional or 
contemporary – as a gateway to improved health and wellbeing for individuals and/
or the community;

• Promote working relationships between health, arts and Traveller organisations at 
local level that will enable sustainability;

• Provide evidence of organisational capacity to deliver the initiative; 
• Provide clear indicators of success weighted against the outlined criteria; 
• Outline a project delivery model, including project partners and proposed impacts 

and outcomes; 
• Indicate intended reach of the project and proposed numbers of Traveller 

participants.

4. Considerations for potential applicants

Creativity and wellbeing
The intention of this initiative is to expand or extend the reach of existing projects 
focused on improving Traveller health and wellbeing through the medium of arts and 
creativity OR to develop new projects based on available learning and good practice. 

There are often differences of opinion regarding definitions of creativity. The Creative 
Ireland Programme has a broad and generous view of what constitutes creativity. It 

3includes what’s often referred to as ‘the arts’ but also includes creative engagement 
with heritage and landscape, language and the widest possible creative expression.

Creative engagement has many forms and this initiative is not prescriptive in the 
activities that can be supported, other than that they should have resonance and reach 
within the Traveller community.

2  Applications from individuals will only be deemed eligible if their project will be delivered in 
partnership with a traveller group/organisation.
3  The Arts Act, 2003 defines the arts as ‘any creative or interpretative expression (whether traditional 

or contemporary) in whatever form, and includes, in particular, visual arts, theatre, literature, music, dance, 
opera, film, circus and architecture, and includes any medium when used for those purposes’



National scale
This is an exploratory pilot initiative and as such the process undertaken by the 
successful projects should have potential to be replicated in other areas across 
the country and with other socially excluded groups such as the Roma community. 
Therefore process evaluation will be particularly valuable to aid understanding of how 
outcomes were achieved, feasibility of implementation, and challenges and enablers 
to success. Consideration will need to be given to culturally appropriate evaluation 
methods of each of the projects awarded funding. 

Subject to funding, the initiative will be developed further in future years and expanded 
to include the Roma Community.

5. Application Process 

Applications for funding will be assessed by a panel formed from the partner 
organisations under the following criteria:

Criterion Score

Proposal meets the tender brief as outlined 20

Feasibility of the proposal - including level of detail in proposal and 
level of understanding of assignment scope

20

Quality and ambition of the proposal 20

Evidence of experience of working effectively with Travellers to 
improve health and wellbeing

20

Creative and/or artistic expertise 20

Total 100

Applications for funding should be submitted via the online portal by 07/04/2022



Appendix 1
Creative Ireland Coordinator contacts in local authorities

Name Email Local Authority

Aileen Nolan anolan@carlowcoco.ie Carlow

Sinead Dowling sdowling@carlowcoco.ie Carlow

Emma Clancy eclancy@cavancoco.ie Cavan

Helen Walsh hwalsh@clarecoco.ie Clare

Emer O’Brien Emer.OBrien@CorkCoCo.ie Cork

Ian McDonagh ian.mcdonagh@corkcoco.ie Cork

Michelle Carew michelle_carew@corkcity.ie Cork City

Eileen Burgess eburgess@donegalcoco.ie Donegal

  CreativeIreland@Donegalcoco.ie; Donegal

Ray Yeates ray.yeates@dublincity.ie Dublin City

Catherine Gallagher cgallagher@dlrcoco.ie
Dun Laoghaire 
Rathdown

Lilian Whelan Lilian.Whelan@fingal.ie Fingal

Sharon O’Grady sogrady@galwaycoco.ie Galway

  creativeirelandgalwayco@gmail.com;  Galway

Brian Barrett brian.barrett@galwaycity.ie Galway City

Kate Kennelly kkennell@kerrycoco.ie Kerry

Lucina Russell lrussell@kildarecoco.ie;  Kildare

Marian Higgins mhiggins@kildarecoco.ie Kildare

Annette Fitzpatrick annette.fitzpatrick@kilkennycoco.ie Kilkenny

Mary Butler Mary.Butler@kilkennycoco.ie; Kilkenny

Ann Lawlor alawlor@creativelaois.ie Laois

Muireann Ní Chonaill mnichona@laoiscoco.ie Laois

Philip Delamere pdelamere@leitrimcoco.ie Leitrim

  creativeleitrim@gmail.com; Leitrim

Pippa Little pippa.little@limerick.ie Limerick

  creativeireland@limerick.ie; Limerick

Mary Reynolds mreynolds@longfordcoco.ie Longford

Moya Hodgers moya.hodgers@louthcoco.ie Louth

Austin Vaughan avaughan@mayococo.ie Mayo

Ciaran Mangan cmangan@meathcoco.ie Meath

Geradette Bailey gbailey@meathcoco.ie Meath

Deirdriú Mcquaid dmcquaid@monaghancoco.ie Monaghan

Amanda Pedlow apedlow@offalycoco.ie Offaly

Rhona McGrath rmcgrath@roscommoncoco.ie Roscommon

Donal Tinney dtinney@sligococo.ie Sligo

Orla Scannell oscannell@sdublincoco.ie South Dublin



Roisin O’Grady roisin.ogrady@tipperarycoco.ie Tipperary

Katherine Collins kcollins@waterfordcouncil.ie Waterford

Miriam Mulrennan miriam.mulrennan@westmeathcoco.ie Westmeath

Eileen Morrissey eileen.morrissey@wexfordcoco.ie Wexford

Jenny Sherwin  jsherwin@wicklowcoco.ie Wicklow
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