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Creative Climate Action Fund II: Agents of Change 

FAQs 
 

1. What is considered a creative or cultural project? 

The Creative Ireland Programme invites responses of creative or interpretive expression (whether 

traditional or contemporary) from across the Cultural and Creative sectors. These are comprised of 

all sectors whose activities are based on cultural values, or other artistic individual or collective 

creative expressions and are defined in the legal basis of the Creative Europe Programme  

Arts: Using the definition of arts under the Arts Act (2003), this includes architecture, circus, dance, 

film, literature, music, opera, street arts and spectacle, theatre, traditional arts, and visual arts  

Culture: Culture includes the National Cultural Institutions, festivals, cultural heritage, libraries, 

venues and museums. 

Creative Industries:  European Union (EU) classification of the creative industries includes 

advertising, design (including graphic design, service design and participatory design), software, 

animation and games, architecture, the audio-visual sector, publishing and press, music, fashion, 

comedy and the wider arts sector. 

At this time, we are not looking for applications for 

● Television series 

● Advertising campaigns 

● Projects in schools 

  

2.    What funding strand should I apply for? 

If you are an individual artist or creative / cultural practitioner, we recommend you apply for Strand 

1: Spark. This strand is for those looking to experiment or pilot a new idea for engagement, or who 

want to deliver a creative project at a local or community level. This will suit applicants with a strong 

concept or ideas but where the delivery approach may not be fully developed. Strand 1: Spark does 

not require partners to have a proven track record of financial administration and project 

management.  

If you are an individual artist and your project requires funding over €50,000 we suggest that you 

connect with an organisation who may have capacity to support an application through Strand 2: 

Ignite and who can manage funds and deliver projects at scale. 

If you are an arts, creative or cultural body, network, group, company or organisation, we 

recommend you connect with climate and environmental organisations or bring individual experts or 

https://ec.europa.eu/culture/sectors/cultural-and-creative-sectors
https://ec.europa.eu/culture/sectors/cultural-and-creative-sectors
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advisors on to the team and apply for funds through either strand, depending on the level of funding 

your project requires. 

If you are a climate organisation we recommend you connect with artists, creative or cultural 

practitioners, networks and organisations to form an interdisciplinary partnership and apply for funds 

through either strand. 

If you are a local or community-based group, we recommend you collaborate with an artist and / or 

climate expert on an application to Strand 1: Spark. 

 

3.    I am based in Northern Ireland. Can I still make an application?  

The lead applicant under both Strand 1 and 2 must be based in, or operate substantially within the 

Republic of Ireland and be able to demonstrate this in their application. Collaboration with 

organisations or communities in Northern Ireland and England Wales and Scotland may be 

supported by the Shared Island dimension of the Climate Action Fund.   

Shared Island 

€600,000 is being contributed to the Creative Climate Action fund as part of a new Shared Island 

dimension to the Creative Ireland Programme under the Government’s Shared Island initiative.  

This funding can be granted for projects with a strong all-island, north-south or east-west partnership 

and dimension to the activity, or where an entire project is conceived and delivered on a Shared 

Island basis. 

Please note that to be eligible for the additional funding available under this heading there must be a 

partner from Northern Ireland named in the application who will deliver elements of the funded 

activity. 

  

4.    Can I include international partners in my application? 

Yes - Collaboration with organisations and bodies based outside of Ireland is welcome, however the 

lead applicant must be based in, or operate substantially within the Republic of Ireland and be able 

to demonstrate this in their application. The public engagement must largely take place within the 

island of Ireland.  

 

 5.    Can I submit multiple applications? 

Only one application will be considered for each lead applicant, however you may be included as 

part of a collaboration led by another individual/organization. 
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6.    How much can I apply for? 

There are two strands of funding in 2023 -  

Strand 1: Spark - Applicants may apply for grants between €20,000 and €50,000 

Strand 2: Ignite - Applicants may apply for grants between €50,001 and €250,000 

   

7.    What do I need to draw down funds if successful? 

To draw down funding successful candidates will have to provide a fully completed EFT Mandate 

form and a Revenue Commissioners screenshot/letter confirming the Tax number and Tax Type is 

required for initial set up on our financial system. All grantees in receipt of grant assistance must 

comply with public procurement guidelines and familiarize themselves and comply with the 

Department of Public Expenditure and Reform Circular 13/2014 - Management of and Accountability 

for Grants from Exchequer Funds. 

The type of eligible expenditure covered by the scheme will be considered on a case-by case basis, 

however ineligible expenditure includes: 

● Planning costs (i.e., costs incurred prior to applying for funding) 

● Capital requests for building improvements to workspaces and venues 

It is important to note that EU State Aid rules may apply to the awarding of funding under the 

Creative Climate Action. Applicants must refer to the Creative Climate Action 2021 Appendix – State 

Aid when processing applications. 

Further information on State Aid is available here: 

https://enterprise.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/EU-Internal-Market/EU-State-Aid-Rules/ 

 

8.    Can you connect us with partners to collaborate on our project? 

As this is a competitive open call, we are unable to connect you directly with potential partners or 

offer further advice on the design of your project. In addition, as a Government Department and due 

to GDPR we cannot share contact details. We envisage this may form part of the 

planning/application process.  

A networking session will take place in Dublin on Tuesday 24th January for applicants to make 

contact directly.   

 

9. We work with children and young people. Can we submit an application? 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X77Edjz-BFQ5i280Z5hqdhbMPJiEE19y/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X77Edjz-BFQ5i280Z5hqdhbMPJiEE19y/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X77Edjz-BFQ5i280Z5hqdhbMPJiEE19y/view?usp=sharing
https://enterprise.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/EU-Internal-Market/EU-State-Aid-Rules/
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As set out in the briefing document, we are mindful that children and youth are engaged on climate 

through existing networks such as Green Schools, Comhairle na nÓg, ECO-UNESCO. For this 

reason we will be prioritising projects that do not focus on this cohort, however we will consider 

exceptional applications that work with children and young people. You are welcome to make an 

application however we recommend you consider how your project may include a wider audience. 

We are not accepting applications for schools related projects. 

  

10.   Can my project be digital? Do you need a digital partner on board or can 
they be procured at a later date (i.e. if project approved) 

You may use any platform, including digital platforms, that can engage the public through creative 

and cultural mediums. Services may be procured at a later date  

  

11.  I’m an artist. Can I apply for this fund by myself? 

 If you are an individual artist or creative / cultural practitioner, we recommend you apply for Strand 

1: Spark. This strand is for those looking to experiment or pilot a new idea for engagement, or who 

want to deliver a creative project at a local or community level. This will suit applicants with a strong 

concept or ideas but where the delivery approach may not be fully developed. Strand 1: Spark does 

not require partners to have a proven track record of financial administration and project 

management.  

If you are an individual artist and your project requires funding over €50,000 we suggest that you 

connect with an organisation who has capacity to support an application through Strand 2: Ignite 

and who can manage funds and deliver projects at scale. 

 

12.  What does interdisciplinary working mean? 

Interdisciplinary working means collaborating with organisations and individuals from sectors 

different to your own. We want to see collaborative ways of working through these commissions – 

bringing together artists, city planners, engineers, technologists, thought leaders, activists, scientists 

and many others.  

Collaboration may be in terms of time, expertise, in-kind support etc. not just financial.  

 

14.  When will I hear if I am successful? 

We will endeavour to inform all successful and unsuccessful applicants by June 2023 Unfortunately, 
due to the volume of applications we anticipate, we will be unable to provide detailed feedback to all 
applicants. 
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15.  Is there a level of match funding required? Will the Creative Climate 
Action fund cover core administrative costs? 

The Creative Climate Action fund does not require a specific percentage of match funding, however 
it is welcome. Specific cost eligibility will be assessed case by case; for information on eligible costs, 
please refer to the brief and the State Aid guidelines.  

 

16.  Will exhibit spaces be made available for the commissioned creative 
projects? Is there a Creative Ireland platform for projects that might 
include film in order for them to be appreciated nationally and 
internationally? 

Exhibit spaces will not be provided by the Creative Ireland Programme. Public engagement/reach 
should form part of a proposal. Successful applicants will liaise with the Department at the contract 
stage on Communications & PR. The Creative Ireland website has details of projects funded to date. 

 

18.  Does the project need to result in measurable action from participants? 

While recognising that measurable action as a result of creative cultural projects is challenging, we 
are looking for creative engagement that has the potential to influence action and demonstrates 
impact. Quantitative outcomes may not be feasible, however evaluating the impact should be 
considered in the application. 

 

20. Is there somewhere specific you can refer to in terms of the public 
behaviours that would be key to change? 

Section 4 of the Creative Climate Action brief provides details on public behaviours, areas of 
impact/themes and attitudes and includes relevant sources.   

 

21. Is there scope for evidence-based research or data gathering and 
interpretation within the projects? 

Evidence based research may form part of the overall project. The project cannot be solely research 
based as it needs to incorporate public engagement. 

 

 

https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/en/blog/?category=creativity-and-climate-change#posts
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22. Will you be penalised if you don't have partners on board? 

Collaboration does form part of the marking criteria, this will depend on the capacity to deliver 
demonstrated by the applicant. 

 

23. Should the artist be identified at the application stage or can an open 
call for an artist/s follow a successful application? 

Both are possible, however an idea of the artist/s involved at the application stage may provide 
some clarity to the proposal. 

 

24. Can universities apply in the open call as a lead applicant? 

Third level institutes may be a lead applicant. 

 

25. Who will be assessing the projects? 

Projects will be evaluated by an assessment panel which will include representation from the 
Creative Ireland Programme, the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications and 
an international external assessor. 

 

26. Can the fund be used to develop a pilot or prototype? 

Projects may be a development/scaling up of a pilot or prototype. 

 

27. I applied to the first Climate Action Fund and was unsuccessful, should I 
apply again? 
Yes, we encourage previous applicants to apply again to the relevant fund strand.  


